
 AUGUST 2011 

Meeting: 2pm Sunday August 14th, 2011 
  Las Vegas Springs Preserve 
  333 S. Valley View Blvd 
  Las Vegas, NV 89107 

CALENDAR 
August 14th Presentation: Pete Duncombe curator LVSP 
September 11th Presentation: Greg Starr from Tucson, AZ 

Please bring plants for the raffle!!! 

www.csssn.org 

 This months presentation will be given by Pete Duncombe, Curator of Gardens for the 

Springs Preserve. The Preserve has instituted new programming since the beginning of the 

year that is dynamic and fresh each month. The programming focuses on classes for youth and 

gardening classes for adults. The Preserve has come to life with interactive demonstrations 

and drop in activities. There are also animal shows that are 

engaging and educational that change out   several time   

during the year. In addition, the are traveling exhibits that 

are brought in to add the diversity of the exhibits and bring 

something new. 

 A lot of energy has gone into the development of a 

new strategic plan for the Springs Preserve. As a sub set of 

that planning, the Preserve is developing a plan for the     

Gardens for its continuous upgrade and development, and to 

implement collections management strategies to become a 

bonafiede botanical garden. The Cactus and Succulent       

August Presentation  
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 September is going to be a excellent meeting. Greg Starr 
will be presenting and selling plants. Greg owns and operates  
Starr-Nursery.com out of Tucson, Arizona. He is a expert on 
Agave of North America. This is a meeting I would not want to 
miss.  

Agave Expert visits Las Vegas 

Agave chrysantha on Mt Lemmon, AZ 

Society of Southern Nevada is participating in the implementation of these plans. The club has 

been meeting at the Springs since last Spring and has contributed significant volunteer hours 

to support the maintenance and development of the Gardens. Pete will discuss the changes 

that are taking place at the Preserve, the botanical garden and collections management   

strategies and the partnership with CSSSN. 
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Blooms of Summer-  Echinocactus polycephalus 

 Cotton-top Barrel Cactus or Echinocactus polycephalus blooms during the 
heat of summer. Plants are also called many-headed barrel cactus. This plant has 
a very inconspicuous  flowering period and time. It blooms from mid-July till the 
end of  September. It blooms from ~2pm-till sunset. Flowers are very fragrant if 
you can get close enough to them. These plants are very common around the 
valley and can be seen in a vacant lot near you.  
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